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A LETTER
FROM
THE EDITOR
I WENT ON A DATE WITH THIS GUY I MET 
ON NEW YEARS EVE. CLASSY.
I never had to go on a date to know I’m 
bad at them. My dry sarcasm never comes off 
funny, I spill down the front of myself more 
than the oldest woman at a nursing home 
and I consider smelling my date’s dinner the 
same as tasting it. 
The night before, I was talking to one of my 
best friends. I told him I was nervous and 
he told me something that every college 
student needs to know: “Every time you 
do something new, someone will tell you, 
‘Relax, it’s not that bad, you’ll see.’ But you 
haven’t seen yet. You’ve never done it, and 
until you have you aren’t going to know it’s 
not that bad.” 
So be anxious and nervous and live in that 
moment, because deep down you love it and 
it’s exciting. As soon as it’s all over, you’re 
never going to have that moment again. 
That’s what growing up is: lost moments. 
You either come out of it with a round two in 
store or a great story to tell all your friends.
Without going on that date I would have 
never known that bars with chalkboard table 
tops exist, or that I truly can kick anyone’s 
ass in a bowling game. Or that going on an 
(almost) blind date isn’t always as bad as 
“Sex And The City” suggests.
That’s what we want this issue to do for our 
readers: to let you experience something you 
haven’t before. 
Maybe it’s gaining a new perspective on a 
drug dealer in Ames or the police officer that 
busts him (p.24). Maybe it’s the opportunity 
of owning a new pet, or at least enjoying a 
few adorable animal photos (p.30). Maybe 
it’s gaining respect for a musician and 
adding a new album or two to your iPod 
(p.20). Maybe it’s making it through your first 
all-nighter without being admitted to the 
hospital (p.36). Or maybe it’s just getting to 
know a notorious Ames man you’ve never 
taken the time to talk to (p.38). 
I mean really, a man in a skirt? We can't 
make this sh*t up.
